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Oriental Cockroaches

ground cover in yards, particularly under beds of ivy.
However, these cockroaches are generally only found
outside near areas where food and moisture is
available, particularly near where food is left outside
for pets. Garages are commonly infested, particularly
if pet food or other kinds of dried food are stored
there or are left out for animals. It is uncommon for
this cockroach to become a pest in the house.
However, in regions with mild climates these roaches
can develop large outdoor populations that spill
indoors as well as into rural areas.

Oriental cockroach, male left,
female above.

Oriental cockroaches, Blatta orientalis L., are large, The best way to prevent infestation by Oriental
slow moving, shiny, black-colored insects. They are cockroaches, or eliminate existing populations, is to
known by a variety of other common names including: ~ remove all possible sources of food. Keep garages

black beetles or water bugs. Females are slightly larger ~ @nd yards clean, and make sure that any food stored
than males, and have short wings. Both sexes are about N IN the garage is kept in plastic, glass or metal

so in California. Females cannot fly, the wings are fed in the yard or garage, or if they are then food
simply too small. should never be left out for any length of time.

Like other urban cockroaches, Oriental cockroaches
have been transported by human commerce
throughout the world. In situations around homes they
are most commonly found in cool, damp areas,
particularly in garages. During the summer months they
can also become quite common under dense, shaded
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Female oriental cockroach. Photo courtesy of Alex Wild, myrmecos.com.

For more }nformation and additional information pages go to:
http://bohart@ucdavis.edu



Information pages available from the Bohart

Museum of Entomology website

http://bohart.ucdavis.edu/insect-information-sheets.html

*The number after each name is the number of the Information

American cockroach — 11
Anise swallowtail — 25
Aphids —4

Argentine Ants —6
Bald-faced hornet — 48
Beneficial insects — 40
Black walnut borer — 41
Boxelder bugs — 9
Brown recluse— 24
Carpenter bees — 15
Carpet beetle — 28
Cellar spiders — 36
Clothes moth — 21
Darkling beetle — 33
Drugstore beetle - 54
Earwigs — 2

Fire ants—19

Fleas — 32

Hay itch mites — 43

Hoplia beetle — 50
Horntail wasps — 17
House centipedes — 16
House dust mites — 45
House fly - 56

Indian meal moth — 29
Jerusalem crickets — 8
Jumping spiders — 12
Kissing bugs — 10

Lady bugs - 55

Leaf footed bug - 37
Lice—-7

Medially important mites —
44

Mold mites —42
Monarch butterflies - 52
Noseeum — 34

Orb weavers - 53
Oriental cockroach —27

Paper wasps - 47
Pipevine swallowtail — 20
Praying mantid — 26
Rat mite - 57

Sac spiders — 13
Scorpions — 22
Silverfish - 51

Sowbugs — 5

Spider bites — 18
Springtails — 14

Sun scorpions — 22
Termites — 3

Ticks — 30

Tomato hornworm — 31
Urban myths — 38
Widow spiders — 1
Wolf spiders — 35
Woolley aphids — 39
Yellow jackets — 49
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